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interest then in the City, that the juries would seldom find for the Kin or
o
The same day my Lord Halifax going in my coach to Whitehall, I desired him to speak to the King, that I might be put into commission of the peace for Middlesex and Westminster. I thought it might give me an opportunity to serve the King, and to make myself known to him in a province which I had diligently studied a great part of my life. His lordship at the same time said that he should be glad to see me in more considerable business than that, and believed that ere long an envoy or an ambassador would be sent to the Emperor, and that he would use his interest with the King to choose me for that service, but not except I desired it, and believed the government of York would not fall very soon. I replied that my Lord Freschevillc was of great years, and not likely to recover to live very long. However, I left myself entirely to his lordship's disposal, and was willing to serve the King in such a station as he thought the fittest for me.
The King talked to me a great while that evening in St. James's Park, and at the Duchess of Portsmouth's. The subject was mostly of the late unjust verdicts and proceedings of the juries in London and Middlesex, as to which he used this expression : ' It is a hard case that I am the last man to have law and justice in the whole nation.'
October 20. His Majesty went to see a new ship launched at Deptford, in his barge. I waited upon him to the water side, where lie seeing me called me into the barge. He that was named to be captain gave the King a great dinner, where his Majesty commanded all the gentlemen to sit down at the same table. He was very serious that day, and seemed more concerned than the greatest business did usually make him.